
VICTIMS  OF  ERDOGAN ’S  REGIME  ARE  INCREASING  EVERY  

DAY ,  AS  THERE  HAS  NOT  BEEN  AN  EFFECTIVE  MECHANISM  

TO  PREVENT  HIM .  ON  FEBRUARY  13 ,  TURKISH  MEDIA  

REPORTED  THAT  TURKEY ’S  DISASTER  AND  EMERGENCY  

ORGANIZATION  (AFAD )  FOUND  THE  BODIES  OF  THREE ,  

INCLUDING  TWO  CHILDREN ,  NEAR  THE  BORDER  BETWEEN  

TURKEY  AND  GREECE .  
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AT LEAST 3 VICTIMS DROWNED WHILE 

TRYING TO CROSS MERIÇ/EVROS RIVER
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Eight  Turk ish  nat ionals ,  inc luding  three  
chi ldren ,  two  women ,  and  three  men  
t r ied  to  get  to  Greece  by  cross ing  the  
Mer iç /Evros  r iver  us ing  a  rubber  boat .  

 
The  rubber  boat  was  caps ized ,  and  two  
chi ldren ,  est imated  to  be  around  1 1  and  

3 ,  and  the i r  mother  drowned .  The  
names  of  the  dead  were  ident i f ied  as  

Ayşe  Söyler  Abdurrezzak ,  and  her  
chi ldren  Abdulkadi r  Enes  Abdurrezzak  

( 1 1 )  and  Hal i l  Munir  Abdurrezzak  (3 ) .  
 

 The  rest  of  the  people  that  were  in  the  
same  boat  are  miss ing .  Ayşe  Söyler  
Abdurrezzak ,  a  37 -year -old  teacher ,  

and  her  husband  were  dismissed  f rom  
the i r  job  due  to  crackdowns  after  the  

fa i led  coup  attempt .  
 

Doğan  fami ly  was  also  accompanying  
the  Abdurrezzak  fami ly .  The  members  
of  the  fami ly ,  Fahreddin  Doğan ,  his  

wife  Asl i  Doğan  and  the i r  2 .5 -year -old  
son ,  Ibrahim  Sel im  Doğan  are  st i l l  

miss ing .  
 



Thousands  of  Turk ish  fami l ies  have  
migrated  to  Greece  f rom  Turkey  in  

recent  year .  Most  of  these  fami l ies  are  
sympathizers  of  the  Gulen  Movement .  
The  Turk ish  government  accuses  the  
movement  of  being  behind  the  2016  
fa i led -coup  attempt .  The  movement  

denies  al leged  invo lvement .  

Since  the  al leged  coup  attempt ,  which  
Pres ident  Erdogan  def ined  as  a  

bless ing  f rom  God ,  Turk ish  democracy ,  
and  just ice  have  cont inuous ly  

deter iorated  every  day .  

More  than  150 ,000  people  have  been  
deta ined  and  near ly  60 ,000  people ,  

inc luding  academics ,  judges ,  doctors ,  
teachers ,  lawyers ,  students ,  and  

people  f rom  di f ferent  backgrounds  
have  been  put  in  pre - t r ia l  detent ion .  

Tens  of  thousands  of  c i t izens  with  
al leged  l inks  to  Gülen  have  been  

st r ipped  of  the i r  jobs  or  faced  lega l  
act ion ,  inc luding  pr ison  sentences ,  

s ince  the  coup  attempt .  Many  of  them  
have  reportedly  f led  the  country  to  

escape  s imi lar  repercuss ions .  
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On  November  21 ,  2017 ,  Hüsey in  Maden ,  a  
40 -year -old  teacher ,  who  was  also  

dismissed  in  the  crackdown  after  the  
fa i led  coup  attempt ,  drowned  along  

with  his  wife  and  three  chi ldren  whi le  
t ry ing  to  reach  Greek  i s land  of  Lesvos .  

 
Hüsey in  Maden  and  his  wife  were  sacked  

f rom  the i r  jobs  as  a  resul t  of  the  
government ’s  act ions  target ing  everyone  
in  connect ion  with  the  Gulen  Movement .  

 
Moreover ,  there  were  detent ion  warrants  
on  the i r  names  accus ing  them  of  being  a  

ter ror i s t ,  therefore ,  i t  was  speculated  
that  the  fami ly  was  t ry ing  to  escape  

f rom  Erdogan ’s  autocrat ic  reg ime  in  the  
search  for  f reedom .    

 


