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PREFACE

Turkey, which was once touted as a model country, has now become a case
study of what can happen to a country that moves away from the rule of

law and human rights. The painful cries of people groaning at the face of
oppression, cruelty and injustice are rising all over Turkey, and what's worse is
that the society in general is blind and deaf to these grievances. While Turkey's
once-faulty democratic regime is rapidly evolving into a one-man dictatorship,
economic and social indicators show that the country is precipitating into a
ditch.

Anyone who does not speak out against corruption, turns away from democratic
principles, ignores unlawfulness, remains oblivious to human rights violations,
and above all, supports them by either keeping silent or speaking, has an open
or secret responsibility in the collapse of the country.

As Advocates of Silenced Turkey (AST), we are determined not to remain silent
about this ominous aggravation of Turkey’s maladies. We see it as an undeniable
duty to reveal the picture with all its nakedness and to warn those responsible. In
this context, with the study in your hand, we tried to demonstrate with numbers
how the AKP government and its leader Recep Tayyip Erdogan's efforts to cover
up corruption and unlawfulness with more corruption and lawlessness brought
the country. Furthermore, we wanted to convey the cultural and social genocide
carried out against the dissident segments of the society and the suffering of the
victims, which we have tried to interpret with dozens of studies so far, once more
with numbers. Numbers are bland by nature, yet the numbers in this study have
the hue of grief and they represent how heavy the cost of straying from the law
can be.




DEDICATED TO
ALL PERSECUTED LIVES

We dedicate this book to all innocent victims of human rights
violations, especially to the victims, who lost their lives due to the harsh
manifestations of the State of Emergency and Decree Laws.




156 MILLION P‘EOPI.E
PERSECUTED ; '

BSINCE THE@ INNING OF THE WITCH HUNT AGAINST THE HIZMET MOVEMENT
=IN:TURKEY. AgOUT 1. b_gMILLION PEOPLE WERE INVESTIGATED OVER TERRORISM
CHARGES:IN: OTHER\Y!,QRDS 1.0UT OF EVERV 50 PEOPLE IN THE WHOLE COUNTRY 9
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‘WA%?E&GUSE )| ‘TB‘ EINGYAYMEMBER.OF AN ARMED TERRORIST ORGANIZATION.
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DETENTION‘S

MASSES OF PEOPLE WERE DETAINED IN{THE OPERATIONS CARRIED ouT

"__BY THE POLITICAL POWER TO DESTROY THE*OPPOSITION VOICES, ESPECIALLV

THE VOLUE;I'EER -BASED GULEN M%\IEMENT




005000 ARRESTSS

PEOPLE WERE“ARRESTED EVEN THOUGH THEY DID NOT ENGAGE JINA.I'W ACTS
OF VIOLENCE"AND THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE TO LINK THEM T0 TERRORISM.

12




&
qc:

234,419 FASSP@
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JASYAYPARTHOFRTHESSOCIANGENOCIDE CARRIED OUT BYATHE! 0LITICA
TOSUPPRESSYAL'IROPPOSITIIONAVOICESYPASSPORTS @lell@l;




qjsz 000 OFFICERS

EXPELLED _

WITHITHE STATE OF EMERGENC|V‘DECLARED AFTER THE!FAILED COUP
ATTEMPT'IN"2016;,sMORERTHAN"152,000 CIVIL SERVANTS HAVE BEEN DISMISSED
FROM THEIR DUTIES WITHOUT EVEN THEIR DEFENSES HEARD.
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ONE OF EVERVEND
AND PROSEGUTORS'PL

4,500 JUDGES AND PROSECUTORS WERE DISMISSED AND 4,000 OF THEM WERE
ARRESTED. THUS, ONE THIWURKEV'S TOTAL POPULATION OF JUDGES AND
~ "zPROSECUTORS WAS LIQUIDATED'IN A SHORT TIME.

MEMBERS OF THE'RULING PARTY WERE HASTILY APPOINTED AS JUDGES

AND PROSECUTORS IN THEIR PLACE. THE LAW HAS LOST ITS INDEPENDENCE
AND HAS BECOME AN INSTRUMENT OF GOVERNMENT REVENGE.
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0 3 »
ERIOU IUIINESSESWASET o’os OF THESE ooo, roun OF/ THEM WERE
DICAULVIUNABLERTO'STAVIINIRRISO IL;THE REAL NUMBERS ARE/
CERTAINLY MUCH[HIGHER THANTHAT: THE POLITICALYWILL IN /

AMURKEVAIS COMPLETELV INDII-],FERENT\TO THIS INHUMANE{ngUATION
IN PRISONS AND IGNORES THE(ISONERS}BIGHT ok LIFE*"" /
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36 PEOPLE%ﬁOWNED WHILE
TRYING TO CROSS THE BORDER}

\ 36 PEOPLE WHO TRIED TOJFLEE THE COUNTRY TO SAVE THEMSELVES FROM THE
k INHUMANE PRACTICES THEY WERE SUBJECTED TO IN THEIR OWN COUNTRIES
. SUCH AS INTENSE, PRESSURE, SOCIAL ISMION IMPRISONMENT AND TORTURE
LOST THEIR LIVES BY DROWNING IN TH@ERS* OF THE MERIC RIVER AND THE

| ﬂ Il\E(SEANiSEI& M STTHEM WERE SMALL CHILDREN. ™




SO0 PEOPLEDIED 5
DUE'TO BSVCHOLOGICAL
PROBLEMS = - =

VICTIMS’WHOSE LIVES WERE MADE A MISERV AND WHOSE‘LIVING SPACES“WEREE'?
 NARROWED 'BY THE STATE OF EMERGENCY AND:THE. DECREE LAWS LoST THEIR 2
LIVES DUE TO PSVCHOLOGICAL FACTORS SUCH AS STRESS AND DEPRESSION" o
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SIT0IRIGUNGIGHILDREN
-@@@W URNINIPRISON

@@@@W[IEE@E OF 18 WERE A\
THEIRIMOTHERSYMOSTHORAWHOM WERE DETAINEDIFOR PO-
Ill]ﬁ[@:‘]l.[lﬂ’ @1]3 QEXD HUNDRED E?ABIES WERE GROW-
ﬂ}]@ﬂﬂ})[[l]ﬂ[[ﬁ@? H[PRISONS S
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-EDSUICIBE

ARTER THE DECLARATION 0F THESSTATESROF EMER‘(.BEIC

MORE THAN ) PEOPLE ENDED THEIR‘LIVES DUE TO.THE TRAUMAe=

i
it Aﬁﬁsmzss THEY EXPERIENCE:DE
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3,427 ACADEMICS

WERE EXPELLED

A JOTAL 0F/23,427 ACADEMICS EITHER LOST THEIR RIGHT TO BE
PROMOTED OR WERE EXPELLED. OF THESE, 406 WERE EXPELLED FOR
SIGNING A DECLARATION CALLING FOR PEACE, AND 3,041 FOR WORKING IN
CLOSED UNIVERSITIES. 7,508 ACADEMICS AND SCIENTISTS WERE CUT OFF
FROM ACADEMIC LIFE ON THE GROUNDS THAT THEY WERE AFFILIATED
WITH CERTAIN POLITICAL AND SOCIAL GROUPS.
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=4 Mﬂnshc.l..oﬂs ..

THE IMPI!ETWENTA‘TION OF:THE STATE OF EMERGENCV’AL‘SI 0ACAUSED EGI!EI.\T 4
DAMAGE T@VILESG:CIETV WITHgTiHE]DECREES-HAVING THE FORCE;
THE DOORS 0F‘1!598"ASSOCIATIONS SWERE | LOCKEDAWITHOUTEQU ESTION
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5,728 msmlmous
WERE DEACTIVATED

9,728 INSTITUTIONS WERE CLOSED AND"MORE THAN 40,000
PEOPLE WORKING IN THESE INSTITUTIONS WERE DISMISSED WITHOUT

ANY RIGHTS OR COMPENSATION.
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56 FOUNDATIONS
. Fn 5 1€ CLOSED

560|FOUNDAT§0NS ALL OPERAT NG'IN'FIELDS SUCH AS..

4

EDUCATIONNSOCIAL COOPERNTION AND, SOLIDARITY,

WERE*CL'OSEDIDOWN DESPITE T|HEIR LEGAL IMMUNITV
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29JUNIONSIWERE{CUOSEDSEVENIBEINGIASMEMBER OF THESE
AUNIONSIWASICONSIDEREDJAYCRIME?
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DOM OF THE BEENISEVERELV DAMAGED
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33 IM“DID

THE GOVERNMENT-DID'NOT#ALLOWIOPPOSITIONNTONT; EVEN WITH THEARADIO. 34
RADIO CHANNELS WERE SHUT DOWN,.AGAIN THROUGH STATUTORYADECREES?
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90 pUBLlCATlONS-lNCLUDlNG TURKETV 'S BEST'SEELlNG AND MOST FOLLOWED
""NEWSPAPERS ANDEAGAZlNES WERE FORClBl.V OCCUPIED AND}CL’OSED
" ol et

DESTHTE AllL! CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANT@ES
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[ JRJLETD T0 BELINTIMIDATED -
/ITH PHYSIGAL ATTACKS?

Tl g

l_N T{ONLY INSTITOTI ITUTIONS 1BUT ALSO‘JOURNALISTS WHO STRUGGLED:AGAINST

T

GREAT*‘DIFFICULTIES SURFERED FROM ATTACKS-ON THE MEDIA. DURING: THE g
TATE OFLMERGENCY AND THE PERIOD THAT EOLLOWED, 44 JOURNALISTS =~
WERE PHYSICAULYZATTACKED! - -




TAINED ﬁO R‘DAV

DDEum NG THE STATE

Q EMERNC

= THE 57 JOURNALISTS, WHO WERESTAKEN(| CUSTODM

— DISREGARDINGI'THE FREEDOM (0)7 EXPRESSION AND PRESS
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'6 JOURN J(qrs wm
'SUBJECTED.TO/SEVERE!
TORTURE IN N CUSTODY: i a

JOURNALIS}*ERE*BEATEN TORTURED AND SUBJECTED TO

#HUMANE PRACTICES WHILE IN CUSTODV
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MORE THAN
it
—— _|KPRISONED

TURKEV’RANI(S AMONG' THE HIGHEST IN TERMS OF THE NUMBER OF
JOURNALISTS'IN PRISON;YALONG:WITH COUNTRIES SUCH AS CHINA

AND NORTH KOREA. ACCORDINGETO'THE REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE,
AS OF THE END OF 2018, A' TOTAL OF 130 JOURNALISTS WERE IN PRISON IN THE
MEMBER STATES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE, AND 110 OF THESE JOURNALISTS
WERE IN TURKEY ALONE. WHILE MOST OF THEM WERE

RELEASED PENDING TRIAL, 43 JOURNALISTS ARE STILL IN PRISON.
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INSTITU'IIIONS WEIIE SEIZED“ "’.";

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS WERE ALSO THE- TARGET OF ‘sﬁ }
* SOCIAL GENOCIDE C%_ILR!I'I'ED OU&BV THE POLITICAL POWER IN
" TURKEY:  WITH, THE DECREE LIAWS THE DOORS OF 1,604 HIGH SCHOOLS ’ 1

__PRIMARY'SCHOOLS AI;TI(INDERGARTENS WERE LOCI(ED
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CORRUPTION WAS EXPOSED EDUCATION WASSTHEIR PRIMARV

TARGET. PRIVATE PREP SCHOOLS HAT PREPARE! CHILDREN FO‘B
. UNIVERSITY WERETHE FIRST[PUACESETHE G(DVEPNMENT ATTACKED:
ATHE DOORS;OF 360 PRIVATE DREDJCOURSESJANDISTUDYACENTERSS

=] f S WS SV, TR ASSETS WS SHFZED

i
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POLITICAL ISLAMIST G@VERNMENT‘ SINCE 2%3 WHENTHEIR

35




7QDORMS CLOSED

—THETDOORS“OF 847°STUDENT DORMITORIES,  WHICH PROVIDE

STUDENTS WITH ACCOMMODATION THROUGHOUT" THEIR~"==-_-.&.
-EDUCATION 'LIFE WITH"AIDS SUCH AS FOOD AND SCHOLARSHIPS
WERE LOCI(ED AND THE STUDENT‘SA\.{ING THERERWERE THROWN AWAY.

L iR
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A § WERE SEIZED

151PRIVATE UNIVER§IJ'I_'|1§§ EACH OF WHICHEHAS DISTINGUISHEDJITSELFAINATHE:

EIELD! OF EDUCATIONINCLUDING MURKEYpSIMOST; RESPECTEDAUNIVERSITIESS
AWERE{CLOSED OVERNIGHT; BY/DECREES!HAVING! THE: FORCE: ORAI"AWSTHEAVEST=
RIGHTS OF THE STUDENTS'WERE IGNORED'AND THEY: WERE*SENT TO STATE
UNIVERSITIES, WHICH:WERE:COMPARATIVELY AT A\LOWER'LEVEL IN TERMS OF
QUALITY' OF EDUCATIONAND FACILITIES.
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 THE, GOVERNMENT SEIZED THE MOVABLE i\"" D IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES OﬁqTHE PEOPLE (T WRONGFULLYJACCUSED AND



-'I'-RUrSiI'-EE»SuHAVE BEL_NJJAPPOINTED o
T0 39 HDP MUNICIPAI.ITIES

~ THERPOLITICAL;| ISLAMIST GOVERNMENT INCREASED ITS PRESSURE ON THE KURDISH

*ﬁPEOP,I!EilN TURKEV"BV ENTERING INTO AN ALLIANCE WITH'THE NATIONALIST

MOVEMENT-PARTY, WHICH STANDS OUT WITH/ITS'RACIST AND XENOPHOBIC STANCE.

<IN THIS CONTEXT, BY. DISREGARDING DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES AND INSTITUTIONS,
TRUSTEES'WERE APPOINTED TO 59 MUNICIPALITIES WON BY HDP,sTHE MOST
IMPORTANT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE KURDISH POLITICALYMOVEMENT, AND THE
ADMINISTRATORS' OF THIS'PARTY WERE' ARRESTED:*
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—300,55¢ 55 _
—-WHIEESFHE TOTAL cApAcnv OF"
==THE PRISONS IS 233,194

PRISONS HAVE BECOME OVERCROWDED DUE TO ARBITRARY DETENTIONS AND
POLITICAL REVENGE OPERATIONS. DESPITE ITS TOTAL CAPACITY OF 233,194
PEOPLE, THE NUMBER OF DETAINEES AND CONVICTS IN TURKISH PRISONS AS OF
NOVEMBER 30, 2021 IS 309,558. IN TERMS OF PRISON DENSITY RATIO BY
POPULATION, TURKEY RANKED FIRST AMONG COUNCIL OF EUROPE MEMBER
STATES WITH ABOUT 3,700 PRISONERS PER 1 MILLION PEOPLE.
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‘227'NEWPRISONS

| ‘THE GOVERNMENT BOASTS OF SPENDING 20 BILLION TL TO BUILD
927 NEW PRISONS WHILE COUNTING ITS MAJOR: INVESTMENTS:
126 OF THESE PRISONS WERE BUILT AETER JULY. 15, 2016.
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104 DEATHS IN PRISON.
IN THE LASTE3IVEARS

104 DETAINEESJANDICONVICTS LOST THEIR LIVES

IN PRISONS{ONLY/IN THE LAST TWO YEARS.

43




149™ OUT.OF 179 e
COUNTRIES _m
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ACCORDING T0 TME COMPETITIVENESSSREPORT; OF-THE*WORLD
ECONOMICIEORUMSTURKEYRANKSE9529AMONGAI40 COUNTRIES IN
- IN MATHEMATIC,S‘AND SCIENCE:
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1N7™QUT @ﬁ 130
SOUNTRIETNGIBEE nm.:
OF LAW INDEX

RANKING 117™ OUT OF 139 COUNTRIES INJTHE RULE OF'I.-AW!INDEJX, TURKEY
RANKS 69™ AMONG 134 COUNTRIES IN THEJEIGHTFAGAINST CORRUPTION.
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149;’3!1 QUT OF 163
C@UNTRIES IN THE'
EETY RANKING

'ﬁ[ﬂmﬁw ﬂﬁgﬂ]ﬂ" 0F 163 COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD'S SAFEST
X{PREPARED BY THEJECONOMY AND PEACE INSTITUTE
AT0) E]E INCRIME INDEX REPORT PUBLISHED INi2021, TURKEY;

RANKSRISTRIN AND 13™ INiTiHEjWORLD IN ORGANIZED CRIME.
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TURKEY’S
HUMAN
RIGHTS
REPORT IN

NUMBERS

SINCE THE DECLARATION
OF THE STATE OF
EMERGENCY:




> More than people were investigated for
being members of an armed terrorist organization

> More than people were detained

> More than people were arrested

> passports were revoked

> More than civil servants were dismissed after the declaration

of the state of emergency (OHAL).
> judges and prosecutors were dismissed. of them were arrested.

> prisoners have been reported to have serious diseases and
of whom had major health problems making it impossible to
stay in prisons. Their right to life is threatened.

> 36 people drowned in the waters of Maritsa river and the Aegean sea
while trying to escape persecution in their own countries.

> people have been kidnapped by the state'’s intelligence
forces since 2016, some of them later appeared devastated

by grueling tortures. Some are still missing.

> After the state of emergency, more than people expelled with
statutory decrees died due to heavy psychological traumas they had to
face or due to fatal accidents in their new but harsh workplaces.
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D> For the first time in Turkey'’s history, more than
women were arrested for political reasons.

> A total of over children under the age of 6 have been

locked in prisons with their mothers, most of whom were detained for
political reasons. At one point, nearly hundred babies

were growing inside the dark wards of Turkey's prisons.

> institutions were closed and more than people working in
these institutions were dismissed without any rights, compensation.

> A total of academics either lost their right to rank or were
expelled. Among them, were the signatories of the declaration of
peace, were discharged from universities that were closed and

were dismissed from the public academic institutions due to their
alleged affiliations with certain political and social groups.

> With the statutory decrees, associations, foundations,
unions, 32 television channels, 24 radio channels,
newspapers and magazines were closed.

> With the statutory decrees, the doors of high schools, primary
and kindergartens, private lessons and study centers, student
dormitories and 15 private universities were locked.

> commercial companies were confiscated with the statutory
decrees.

The amount of usurped or confiscated assets in the form of personal
and corporate bank accounts and movable and immovable

assets exceeded dollars.
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> 44 journalists were physically attacked.

> 23 journalists were verbally threatened.

[> 57 journalists were detained for 144 days in total.
> & journalists were beaten in custody.

[> 43 journalists in prison.

> Trustees were appointed to 59 municipalities that the Kurdish
opposition party HDP won in the local elections.

> Prisons have become overcrowded due to arbitrary detention and
political revenge operations. Despite its total capacity of people,
the number of detainees and convicts remaining in Turkish prisons as of
31 March 2022 is . In terms of prison density rate according

to population, Turkey ranked first among the Council of Europe member
states with about prisoners per people.

> The government boasts of spending TL to build
new prisons while counting its big investments.
of these prisons were built after 15 July 2016.

> Only in the last two years, detainees and convicts
have lost their lives in prisons.

> An estimated books were burned or destroyed in 2016.
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DECLINE OF TURKEY

> Turkey was ranked 149th between Congo and Rwanda in the Liberal
Democracy Index list, in which 179 countries were evaluated as an
indication of severe rights violations and unlawfulness.

> Turkey was ranked 153rd among 180 countries in the 2021 press freedom
index of Reporters Without Borders.

> While 1 dollar was approximately 1 TL in 2011, only 6 cents could be
bought with 1 lira in 2021. Parallel to the deviation from the rule of law, the
value of the country’s currency plummeted to one 16th in ten years.
Turkey fell 12 places in the world in terms of attractiveness for
investments and doing trade and fell to 73rd place

in terms of competitiveness.

> According to the World Economic Forum's Competitiveness Report,
Turkey ranks 95th among 140 countries in the overall quality of education
and 103rd in mathematics and science.

> Ranking 117th among 139 countries in the Rule of Law Index, Turkey
ranks 69th among 134 countries in terms of fighting against corruption.

> Turkey was ranked 149th out of 163 countries in the World's Safest
Country index prepared by the Institute for Economics and Peace.

> According to the Global Crime Index report published in 2021, Turkey
ranks 1st in Europe in Organized Crime and 13th in the world
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