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PREFACE
Turkey, which was once touted as a model country, has now become a case
study of what can happen to a country that moves away from the rule of
law and human rights. The painful cries of people groaning at the face of
oppression, cruelty and injustice are rising all over Turkey, and what's worse is
that the society in general is blind and deaf to these grievances. While Turkey's
once-faulty democratic regime is rapidly evolving into a one-man dictatorship,
economic and social indicators show that the country is precipitating into a
ditch.
Anyone who does not speak out against corruption, turns away from democratic
principles, ignores unlawfulness, remains oblivious to human rights violations,
and above all, supports them by either keeping silent or speaking, has an open
or secret responsibility in the collapse of the country.
As Advocates of Silenced Turkey (AST), we are determined not to remain silent
about this ominous aggravation of Turkey’s maladies. We see it as an undeniable
duty to reveal the picture with all its nakedness and to warn those responsible. In
this context, with the study in your hand, we tried to demonstrate with numbers
how the AKP government and its leader Recep Tayyip Erdogan's efforts to cover
up corruption and unlawfulness with more corruption and lawlessness brought
the country. Furthermore, we wanted to convey the cultural and social genocide
carried out against the dissident segments of the society and the suffering of the
victims, which we have tried to interpret with dozens of studies so far, once more
with numbers. Numbers are bland by nature, yet the numbers in this study have
the hue of grief and they represent how heavy the cost of straying from the law
can be.

DEDICATED TO
ALL PERSECUTED LIVES
We dedicate this book to all innocent victims of human rights
violations, especially to the victims, who lost their lives due to the harsh
manifestations of the State of Emergency and Decree Laws.

1.6 MILLION PEOPLE
PERSECUTED

Since the beginning of the witch hunt against the Hizmet movement
in Turkey, about 1.6 million people were investigated over terrorism
charges. In other words, 1 out of every 50 people in the whole country
was accused of being a member of an armed terrorist organization.
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OVER 300,000
DETENTIONS

Masses of people were detained in the operations carried out
by the political power to destroy the opposition voices, especially
the volunteer-based Gülen Movement.
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MORE THAN
100,000 ARRESTS

People were arrested even though they did not engage in any acts
of violence and there was no evidence to link them to terrorism.
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234,419 PASSPORTS
CANCELLED

As a part of the social genocide carried out by the political power
to suppress all opposition voices, passports were cancelled.
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152,000 OFFICERS
EXPELLED

With the state of emergency declared after the failed coup
attempt in 2016, more than 152,000 civil servants have been dismissed
from their duties without even their defenses heard.
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ONE OF EVERY 3 JUDGES
AND PROSECUTORS PURGED
4,500 judges and prosecutors were dismissed and 4,000 of them were
arrested. Thus, one third of Turkey's total population of judges and
prosecutors was liquidated in a short time.
Members of the ruling party were hastily appointed as judges
and prosecutors in their place. The law has lost its independence
and has become an instrument of government revenge.
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1,605 SERIOUSLY ILL
PRISONERS NOT RELEASED
DESPITE MEDICAL RePORTS
According to a recent study by a human rights association,
the number of prisoners in Turkish prisons struggling with
serious illnesses was 1,605. Of these 600, four of them were
medically unable to stay in prison. The real numbers are
certainly much higher than that. The political will in
Turkey is completely indifferent to this inhumane situation
in prisonS and ignores the prisoners right to life.
16

36 PEOPLE DROWNED while
tryıng to cross the border
36 people who tried to flee the country to save themselves from the
inhumane practices they were subjected to in their own countries
such as intense pressure, social isolation, imprisonment and torture
lost their lives by drowning in the waters of the MeriC River and the
Aegean Sea. Most of them were small children.
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800 PEOPLE DIED
DUE TO PSYCHOLOGICAL
PROBLEMS

Victims, whose lives were made a misery and whose living spaces were
narrowed by the state of emergency and the decree laws, lost their
lives due to psychological factors such as stress and depression.
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17,000 FEMALE
PRISONERs

For the first time in Turkey's history, more than 17,000 women were
arrested for political reasons.
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3,000 YOUNG CHILDREN
GREW UP IN PRISON

More than 3,000 children under the age of 18 were
imprisoned with their mothers, most of whom were detained for political reasons. At one point, about 900 hundred babies were growing up in the dark wards of Turkish prisons.
20

100 KHK VICTIMS
commıtted suıcıde

After the declaration of the state of emergency,
more than 100 people ended their lives due to the trauma
and stress they experienced.
21

23,427 ACADEMICS
WERE EXPELLED

A total of 23,427 academics either lost their right to be
promoted or were expelled. Of these, 406 were expelled for
signing a declaration calling for peace, and 3,041 for working in
closed universities. 7,508 academics and scientists were cut off
from academic life on the grounds that they were affiliated
with certain political and social groups.
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1,598 ASSOCIATIONS
WERE CLOSED

The implementation of the state of emergency also caused great
damage to civil society. With the decrees having the force of law,
the doors of 1,598 associations were locked without question.
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5,728 INSTITUTIONS
WERE DEACTIVATED
5,728 institutions were closed and more than 40,000
people working in these institutions were dismissed without
any rights or compensation.
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560 FOUNDATIONS
CLOSED
560 foundations, all operating in fields such as
education, social cooperation and solidarity,
were closed down despite their legal immunity.
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29 labor unions
SHUT DOWN

29 unions were closed. Even being a member of these
unions was considered a crime.
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33 TV CHANNELS
WERE EXCLUDED

Freedom of the press has been severely damaged.
33 television channels were shut down with the decree laws that
were excluded from judicial review.
27

33 RADIO muted

The government did not allow opposition to it, even WITH the radio. 34
radio channels were shut down, again through statutory decrees.
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90 NEWSPAPERS
AND MAGAZINES

Within the framework of the intensive and
comprehensive operation of intimidation against the media,
90 publications, including Turkey's best-selling and most followed
newspapers and magazines, were forcibly occupied and closed
despite all constitutional guarantees.
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44 JOURNALISTS WERE
TRIED TO BE INTIMIDATED
WITH PHYSICAL ATTACKS

Not only institutions, but also journalists who struggled against
great difficulties suffered from attacks on the media. During the
state of emergency and the period that followed, 44 journalists
were physically attacked.
30

57 JOURNALISTS WERE
DETAINED FOR DAYS
DURING THE STATE
OF EMERGENCY

The 57 journalists, who were taken into custody by
disregarding the freedom of expression and press,
were detained for 144 days.
31

6 JOURNALISTS WERE
SUBJECTED TO SEVERE
TORTURE IN CUSTODY
6 journalists were beaten, tortured and subjected to
inhumane practices while in custody.
32

MORE THAN
43 JOURNALISTS
ARE STILL
IMPRISONED

Turkey ranks among the highest in terms of the number of
journalists in prison, along with countries such as China
and North Korea. According to the report of the Council of Europe,
as of the end of 2018, a total of 130 journalists were in prison in the
member states of the Council of Europe, and 110 of these journalists
were in Turkey alone. While most of them were
released pending trial, 43 journalists are still in prison.
33

1,604 PRIMARY EDUCATION
INSTITUTIONS WERE SEIZED
Educational Institutions were also the target of the
social genocide carried out by the political power in
Turkey. With the decree laws, the doors of 1,604 high schools,
primary schools and kindergartens were locked.
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360 PREP
SCHOOLS CLOSED

Within the scope of the persecution carried out by the
political Islamist government since 2013, when their
corruption was exposed, education was their primary
target. Private prep schools that prepare children for
university werethe first places the government attacked.
The doors of 360 private prep courses and study centers
were wide shut, their assets were seized.
35

847 DORMS CLOSED

The doors of 847 student dormitories, which provide
students with accommodation throughout their
education life with aids such as food and scholarships,
were locked and the students living there were thrown away.
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15 PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES
WERe SEIZED

15 PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES, each of which has distinguished itself in the
field of education, including Turkey's most respected universities,
were closed overnight by decrees having the force of law. The vested rights of the students were ignored and they were sent to state
universities, which were comparatively at a lower level in terms of
quality of education and facilities.
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985 COMPANIES
ILLEGALLY SEIZED

Just using the accusations against their owners and
managers as an excuse, the political Islamist
government seized 985 companies along with all their
assets by signing an unprecedented lawlessness in
civilized societies.
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$30 billion OF PEOPLE'S
MONEY WAS ILLEGALLY
TRANSFERRED
TO
THE
TREASURY
The government seized the movable and immovable
properties of the people it wrongfully accused and
imprisoned with the revenge operations. It even usurped the property
rights of the suspects’ families. In these ways, personal and
corporate accounts worth more than
$30 billion were seized.
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TRUSTEES HAVE BEEN APPOINTED
TO
39
HDP
MUNICIPALITIES
The political Islamist government increased its pressure on the Kurdish

people in Turkey by entering into an alliance with the Nationalist
Movement Party, which stands out with its racist and xenophobic stance.
In this context, by disregarding democratic principles and institutions,
trustees were appointed to 59 municipalities won by HDP, the most
important representative of the Kurdish political movement, and the
administrators of this party were arrested.
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309,558 PEOPLE ARE IN JAIL
WHILE THE TOTAL CAPACITY OF
THE
PRISONS
IS
233,194
Prisons have become overcrowded due to arbitrary detentions and

political revenge operations. Despite its total capacity of 233,194
people, the number of detainees and convicts in Turkish prisons as of
November 30, 2021 is 309,558. In terms of prison density ratio by
population, Turkey ranked first among Council of Europe member
states with about 3,700 prisoners per 1 million people.
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227 NEW PRISONS

The government boasts of spending 20 billion TL to build
227 new prisons while counting its major investments.
126 of these prisons were built after July 15, 2016.
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104 DEATHS IN PRISON
IN THE LAST 2 YEARS
104 detainees and convicts lost their lives
in prisons only in the last two years.
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149 OUT OF 179
COUNTRIES IN THE
DEMOCRACY INDEX
TH

Turkey ranked 149th between Congo and Rwanda in the Liberal
Democracy Index list, in which 179 countries were evaluated,
indicating gross violations of rights and lawlessness.
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153 OUT OF 180
COUNTRIES IN FREEDOM
OF THE PRESS
RD

Turkey ranked 153rd among 180 countries in the 2021 Press
Freedom Index of Reporters Without Borders.
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Lira loses 94 percent
of its value
in a decade

While 1 dollar was about 1 TL in 2011, in 2021 only 6 cents could be
bought with 1 lira. Parallel to the deviation from the rule of law,
the value of the country's currency fell to one 16th in a decade.
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95 OUT OF 140
COUNTRIES IN
EDUCATION QUALITY
TH

Turkey fell to 12th place in the world in terms of investment
and trade attractiveness and 73rd in terms of competitiveness.
According to the Competitiveness Report of the World
Economic Forum, Turkey ranks 95th among 140 countries in
general education quality and 103rd in mathematics and science.
Forum’s Competitiveness Report, Turkey ranks 95th among 140
countries in the overall quality of education and 103rd in
mathematics and science.
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117 OUT OF 139
COUNTRIES IN THE RULE
OF LAW INDEX
TH

Ranking 117th out of 139 countries in the Rule of Law Index, Turkey
ranks 69th among 134 countries in the fight against corruption.
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149 OUT OF 163
COUNTRIES IN THE
SAFETY RANKING
TH

Turkey was ranked 149th out of 163 countries in the World's Safest
Countries index prepared by the Economy and Peace Institute.
According to the Global Crime Index report published in 2021, Turkey
ranks 1st in Europe and 13th in the world in Organized Crime.
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TURKEY’S
HUMAN
RIGHTS
REPORT IN
NUMBERS
Since the declaration
of the State of
Emergency:
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▷ More than 1,576,000 people were investigated for

being members of an armed terrorist organization

▷ More than 300,000 people were detained
▷ More than 100,000 people were arrested
▷ 234,419 passports were revoked
▷ More than 152,000 civil servants were dismissed after the declaration

of the state of emergency (OHAL).

▷ 4,500 judges and prosecutors were dismissed. 4,000 of them were arrested.
▷ 1,605 prisoners have been reported to have serious diseases and

604 of whom had major health problems making it impossible to
stay in prisons. Their right to life is threatened.

▷ 36 people drowned in the waters of Maritsa river and the Aegean sea

while trying to escape persecution in their own countries.

▷ 144 people have been kidnapped by the state’s intelligence

forces since 2016, some of them later appeared devastated

by grueling tortures. Some are still missing.

▷ After the state of emergency, more than 800 people expelled with

statutory decrees died due to heavy psychological traumas they had to
face or due to fatal accidents in their new but harsh workplaces.
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▷ For the first time in Turkey’s history, more than

17,000 women were arrested for political reasons.

▷ A total of over 3,000 children under the age of 6 have been

locked in prisons with their mothers, most of whom were detained for
political reasons. At one point, nearly 900 hundred babies
were growing inside the dark wards of Turkey’s prisons.

▷ 5,728 institutions were closed and more than 40,000 people working in
these institutions were dismissed without any rights, compensation.

▷ A total of 23,427 academics either lost their right to rank or were

expelled. Among them, 406 were the signatories of the declaration of
peace, 3,041 were discharged from universities that were closed and
7,508 were dismissed from the public academic institutions due to their
alleged affiliations with certain political and social groups.

▷ With the statutory decrees, 1,598 associations, 560 foundations,
29 unions, 33 television channels, 34 radio channels,
90 newspapers and magazines were closed.

▷ With the statutory decrees, the doors of 1,604 high schools, primary
and kindergartens, 360 private lessons and study centers, 847 student
dormitories and 15 private universities were locked.

▷ 985 commercial companies were confiscated with the statutory

decrees.
The amount of usurped or confiscated assets in the form of personal
and corporate bank accounts and movable and immovable
assets exceeded $30 billion dollars.
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▷ 44 journalists were physically attacked.
▷ 23 journalists were verbally threatened.
▷ 57 journalists were detained for 144 days in total.
▷ 6 journalists were beaten in custody.
▷ 43 journalists in prison.
▷ Trustees were appointed to 59 municipalities that the Kurdish
opposition party HDP won in the local elections.
▷ Prisons have become overcrowded due to arbitrary detention and

political revenge operations. Despite its total capacity of 233,194 people,
the number of detainees and convicts remaining in Turkish prisons as of
31 March 2022 is 314,502. In terms of prison density rate according
to population, Turkey ranked first among the Council of Europe member
states with about 3,700 prisoners per 1 million people.

▷ The government boasts of spending 20 billion TL to build
227 new prisons while counting its big investments.
126 of these prisons were built after 15 July 2016.
▷ Only in the last two years, 104 detainees and convicts
have lost their lives in prisons.
▷ An estimated 1.8 million books were burned or destroyed in 2016.
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DECLINE OF TURKEY

▷ Turkey was ranked 149th between Congo and Rwanda in the Liberal
Democracy Index list, in which 179 countries were evaluated as an
indication of severe rights violations and unlawfulness.

▷ Turkey was ranked 153rd among 180 countries in the 2021 press freedom
index of Reporters Without Borders.
▷ While 1 dollar was approximately 1 TL in 2011, only 6 cents could be

bought with 1 lira in 2021. Parallel to the deviation from the rule of law, the
value of the country’s currency plummeted to one 16th in ten years.
Turkey fell 12 places in the world in terms of attractiveness for
investments and doing trade and fell to 73rd place
in terms of competitiveness.

▷ According to the World Economic Forum’s Competitiveness Report,

Turkey ranks 95th among 140 countries in the overall quality of education
and 103rd in mathematics and science.

▷ Ranking 117th among 139 countries in the Rule of Law Index, Turkey

ranks 69th among 134 countries in terms of fighting against corruption.

▷ Turkey was ranked 149th out of 163 countries in the World’s Safest
Country index prepared by the Institute for Economics and Peace.
▷ According to the Global Crime Index report published in 2021, Turkey
ranks 1st in Europe in Organized Crime and 13th in the world
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SUPPORT AST

by making a monthly donation or one-time donation

CREDIT CARD OR DEBIT
silencedturkey.org/donatenow
PAYPAL
paypal.me/ast111

SEND CHECK
Please make your checks payable to
“Advocates of Silenced Turkey”
Address: Advocates of Silenced Turkey
P.O. Box 2399 Wayne, NJ 07474-2399

ZELLE
advocatesofsilencedturkey@gmail.com

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER
https://bit.ly/2UEYDwD

PATREON
patreon.com/advocatesofsilencedturkey

help@silencedturkey.org
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