AT LEAST 3 VICTIMS DROWNED WHILE
TRYING TO CROSS MERIÇ/EVROS RIVER
VICTIMS OF ERDOGAN’S REGIME ARE INCREASING EVERY
DAY, AS THERE HAS NOT BEEN AN EFFECTIVE MECHANISM
TO PREVENT HIM. ON FEBRUARY 13, TURKISH MEDIA
REPORTED THAT TURKEY’S DISASTER AND EMERGENCY
ORGANIZATION (AFAD) FOUND THE BODIES OF THREE,
INCLUDING TWO CHILDREN, NEAR THE BORDER BETWEEN
TURKEY AND GREECE.

Eight Turkish nationals, including three
children, two women, and three men
tried to get to Greece by crossing the
Meriç/Evros river using a rubber boat.
The rubber boat was capsized, and two
children, estimated to be around 11 and
3, and their mother drowned. The
names of the dead were identified as
Ayşe Söyler Abdurrezzak, and her
children Abdulkadir Enes Abdurrezzak
(11) and Halil Munir Abdurrezzak (3).
The rest of the people that were in the
same boat are missing. Ayşe Söyler
Abdurrezzak, a 37-year-old teacher,
and her husband were dismissed from
their job due to crackdowns after the
failed coup attempt.
Doğan family was also accompanying
the Abdurrezzak family. The members
of the family, Fahreddin Doğan, his
wife Asli Doğan and their 2.5-year-old
son, Ibrahim Selim Doğan are still
missing.
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Thousands of Turkish families have
migrated to Greece from Turkey in
recent year. Most of these families are
sympathizers of the Gulen Movement.
The Turkish government accuses the
movement of being behind the 2016
failed-coup attempt. The movement
denies alleged involvement.
Since the alleged coup attempt, which
President Erdogan defined as a
blessing from God, Turkish democracy,
and justice have continuously
deteriorated every day.
More than 150,000 people have been
detained and nearly 60,000 people,
including academics, judges, doctors,
teachers, lawyers, students, and
people from different backgrounds
have been put in pre-trial detention.
Tens of thousands of citizens with
alleged links to Gülen have been
stripped of their jobs or faced legal
action, including prison sentences,
since the coup attempt. Many of them
have reportedly fled the country to
escape similar repercussions.
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On November 21, 2017, Hüseyin Maden, a
40-year-old teacher, who was also
dismissed in the crackdown after the
failed coup attempt, drowned along
with his wife and three children while
trying to reach Greek island of Lesvos.
Hüseyin Maden and his wife were sacked
from their jobs as a result of the
government’s actions targeting everyone
in connection with the Gulen Movement.
Moreover, there were detention warrants
on their names accusing them of being a
terrorist, therefore, it was speculated
that the family was trying to escape
from Erdogan’s autocratic regime in the
search for freedom.
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